GREAT WESTERN MIXED AND PURE GOODS
VALE OF RHEIDOL RAILWAY, ABERYSTWYTH

Thursday 19th
& Friday 20th
March 2020

We are delighted to be able to offer two days
of authentic Great Western Railway steam
action at the Vale of Rheidol Railway in March
2020 using both a mixed train formation and
a pure goods train. Both of these days offer an
opportunity that is different to those seen on
normal running days, which I feel is important
for those wanting to photograph formations
that vary from those seen during day-to-day
running.

Our Eirst day will see us use a typical mixed
train formation of two coaches, a selection of
wagons and the VoR guard’s van. This will give
a formation that is prototypical of those that
would have run during the earlier days of
GWR ownership.

We will have full use of the line and start as
early as possible to make the best use of the
available light at that time of year. The light
should be getting into all of the prime photo
locations which will present us with an ideal
opportunity to photograph a genuine mixed
train with a loco looking its Great Western
best in Springtime. We will include some of
the favourite locations from previous charters
including the famous Mount Cardiac, but I also
intend to attempt new vantage points not
included on previous charters, provided the
weather is favourable.
I am going to offer a second day with a pure
goods formation as this is one of the rarer
opportunities we get at the Vale of Rheidol. As
this requires use of a second diesel-hauled
train to convey photographers between the
locations, the cost is proportionately higher. I
am therefore opening that day for bookings
and will take a decision on whether we are
going to cover the cost the Railway requires
nearer the time. For those paying by cheque, if

you could send me a separate cheque for each
day if you wish to attend on both days, that
would be appreciated as it makes returning
monies easier in the event of us not covering
the costs of the Friday charter. Again, we will
have full use of the line throughout the day.

Railway in 1923, the Vale of Rheidol survived
in British Railways ownership to become the
last steam-operated line under BR, operated
by them until privatisation in 1989. The VoR
is now owned by a charitable trust which has
done some fantastic work in providing new
station buildings and beginning to restore the
locomotives and rolling stock to their more
authentic historical appearance.

Although some locations can accommodate a
large number of photographers there are also
some higher up the line which are quite tight.
Therefore, the number of participants will be No.7 was built at Swindon in 1923 along with
limited to ensure comfortable conditions for its sister locomotive No.8, with No.9 following
photography at the lineside.
in 1924 [though it was kept a closely-guarded
secret from the GWR accounts department
Formerly part of the Cambrian Railway before that the locomotive ostensibly overhauled and
being incorporated into the Great Western running as 1213 was, in fact, a brand new loco

that would later appear as No.9]. When the
locomotives were named in the mid-1950s by
British Railways Western Region, No.7 became
Owain Glyndwr. It was the Eirst of the engines
to be oil-Eired in 1978, a process which has
now been revised as the Railway’s steam Eleet
gradually reverts to coal Eiring. Two from the
three steam locos in the Eleet, including No.7,
now have an authentic historical appearance
which makes them even more attractive from
an aesthetic perspective.

As always, I am grateful to the staff of the Vale
of Rheidol Railway for their enthusiasm and
help in arranging these charters and I hope
many of you will want to take advantage of
seeing the line at a time when the light gets
into all locations and the undergrowth is
low, giving potentially excellent conditions in
which to enjoy one or two relaxed days with
some excellent photographic opportunities.
With best wishes,

David Williams

BOOKING FORM: GREAT WESTERN MIXED AND PURE GOODS
VALE OF RHEIDOL RAILWAY
THURSDAY 19th MARCH and FRIDAY 20th MARCH 2020

Name ....................................................................................... Address ..............................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................... Postcode ............................................................
Telephone ........................................................ Email ........................................................................................
I enclose a cheque for...
£75.00 made payable to Vale of Rheidol Railway for the mixed train charter on 19/03/2020
£85.00 made payable to Vale of Rheidol Railway for the goods train charter on 20/03/2020
...and dated 25th February 2020

Please ask for details of PayPal payments or BACS transfer, which are also easy methods of payment

Please return to...
David Williams 30 Clydesdale Road Quinton Birmingham West Midlands B32 1DP
M: 07979 212526 E: djw.edit7@btinternet.com

